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he heard much from Hs wife, who was a member
of the ladies* committee - had confirmed his
belief in her qualifications, and he resolved to
invite Florence to give her services.
On October i4th, only two days after the publi-
cation of the appeal  quoted above,  Herbert
wrote to Florence : " The deficiency of female
nurses is undoubted.    None but male nurses
have ever been admitted in military hospitals.
It would be impossible to cany about a large
staff of female nurses with an army in the field,
But at Scutari, having now a fixed hospital., no
military reason exists against their introduction,
and I am confident they might be introduced with
great benefit, for hospital orderlies must be very
rough hands, and most of them, in such an occa-
sion as this, very inexperienced ones. . . .   There
is but one person in England that I know who
would be capable of organising and superin-
tending such a scheme, and I have been several
times on the point of asking you hypothetically if,
supposing the attempt were made, you woold
undertake to direct it....   My question simply is,
Would you listen to the request to go out and
supervise the whole thing ? ... I must not conceal
from you that upon your decision will depend the
ultimate success or failure of the plan.   Your own
peraocal qualities,  your knowledge, and your
power of administration, and among other things,
ywir rank and  position in society,  give you
\ in such a work which no other person
.   I know you will come to a right